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Summer Walk 
Wednesday 13 July 

Fanny’s Croft, Alsager 

Meet at 7 p.m. 
This pleasant countryside walk is around the farmland to the south of Alsager, and          

includes a small wooded area known as The Sprink. Past sightings have included green 

woodpecker, tree sparrow, whitethroat, linnet and yellowhammer, and recently there have 

been wheatear, skylark and yellow wagtail.      Trip leader: Jean Harrison 

Raptors & 

Owls 

Count 

Sparrowhawk 1, 10th & 29th 

Buzzard 1, 12th 

Red Kite regular, max 1 

Osprey 1, 1st 

Kestrel 1, 28th 

Hobby 1, 11th 

Gulls & Terns Count 

Black-headed Gull regular, max 50 

Lesser Black-b Gull regular, max 85 

Herring Gull max 7, 21st 

Yellow-legged Gull 1, 18th & 19th 

Great Black-b Gull 3, 10th 

Caspian Gull 1, 24th 

Common Tern regular, max 2 

For trip details, refer to the Chairman’s Note email, visit the SECOS website or contact the trip leader. 

 

Highlights (first reports this month) 

1st Dunlin, Great White Egret, Little Ringed Plover, Osprey, Dipper, Goosander, Kingfisher; 2nd Red Kite;  3rd Common Tern, 

Mandarin Duck, Lesser Whitethroat; 5th Ringed Plover; 7th Cuckoo, Egyptian Goose, Green Woodpecker; 9th Grasshopper   

Warbler, Sedge Warbler, Water Rail; 11th Hobby; 18th Yellow-legged Gull; 21st Spotted Flycatcher; 24th Caspian Gull; 27th Green 

Sandpiper; 28th Snipe 

EHF/PHF 

Sightings - June 

Common Tern chasing gull  Dennis Swaby 



Wildfowl Count 

Shelduck regular, max 22 

Mandarin Duck regular, max 1 

Wigeon max 2, 28th 

Teal max 8, 28th 

Mallard regular, max 264 

Tufted Duck 3, 7th 

Greylag Goose 1, 21st 

Canada Goose regular, max 33 

G C Grebe regular, max 2 

Coot regular, max 32 

Moorhen regular, max 9 

Mute Swan regular, max 14 

EHF/PHF 
Waders Count 

Oystercatcher regular, max 6 

L Ringed Plover regular, max 8 

Ringed Plover 7, 5th 

Lapwing regular, max 105 

Dunlin regular, max 1 

Snipe 1, 28th 

Black-tailed Godwit 3, 30th 

Curlew regular, max 2 

Redshank 1, 19th 

Common Sandpiper regular, max 2 

Green Sandpiper 1, 27th & 29th 

Herons & Egrets Count 

Grey Heron regular, max 3 

Little Egret 1, 19th 

Great White Egret regular, max 2 Sightings Elsewhere 

EHF = Elton Hall Flash FFF = Fields Farm Flash  GF = Groby Flash  MGT = Maw Green Tip 

PHF = Pump House Flash RF = Railway Flash  WLF = Watch Lane Flash 

Blue text indicates place first seen.          Underline indicates high flock count (see Feb 2020 Newsletter, page 8). 

Regular means 4+ days per month.  

Field Trip Report 

RSPB Leighton Moss - 15th May 
13 members travelled up the M6 to RSPB Leighton Moss. To be ready for high tide at 11:30 a.m., we drove around 

to the Allen and Eric Morecambe Hides which face out across the salt marsh towards Morecambe Bay. The weather 

was dry, warm and a little cloudy with a cool breeze – a perfect combination for birdwatching.  

As we were leaving the car park to walk along by Barrow Scout Fields, an osprey flew overhead carrying a fish. This 
was a great start to the day and, for many, their first osprey of the year. Walking along the path we were             
serenaded by wrens, Cetti’s warblers and sedge warblers singing. Overhead swifts were feeding on flying insects. 

5 members went into the Allen Hide while the remainder walked on to the Eric Morecambe Hide. Looking out from 
the Allen Hide, initially wasn’t very exciting. Black-headed gulls were monopolising the small islands and their 
squawking was incessant. However, on closer inspection with our telescopes, we could see several avocets and an 
oystercatcher were nesting amongst the black-headed gulls. Many gulls were standing guard over their chicks or 
just flying around whilst the avocets were busy sweeping the shallow water for food. Checking out the far islands, 
Mike found a Mediterranean gull, its black hood, red bill and white eye ring prominent. A quick call to those who 
walked on to the Eric Morecambe Hide soon had everybody looking at the bird as it moved about its nest site,   
bobbing its head up and down. 

Blackcap  

Dennis Swaby 

Grey Heron Dennis Swaby 

RF: Lesser Whitethroat, Grasshopper Warbler, Sedge Warbler, Water Rail 
FFF: Cuckoo, Lesser Whitethroat 
Alsager: Lawton Hall: Green Woodpecker 
Congleton: River Dane / Park: Dipper, Goosander, Kingfisher 
Crewe: Town: Red Kite      Quaker’s Coppice: Spotted Flycatcher 
Doddington: Little Ringed Plover 
Haslington: Cuckoo, Red Kite 
Rode Pool: Egyptian Goose, Green Woodpecker, Mandarin Duck 
Wybunbury: Spotted Flycatcher  
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Diary Date 

RSPB Leighton Moss Field Trip Report (continued) 
Further examination of the salt marsh revealed several common shelduck, a little egret and 3 greylag geese.           

A solitary moorhen was walking in front of the hide. At this point the 5 members moved onto the Eric Morecambe 

Hide, which had more to offer. Janet had seen a short-staying greenshank, and 2 beautiful adult plumage lesser 

black-backed gulls were occupying a small mound in the pool. 3 common redshanks were hiding under the marsh 

edge, well camouflaged against the mud and out of sight of any peregrine on patrol. A conversation started about 

a group of waders in a distant pool. Were they redshank, knot or even dunlin? One moved and we agreed on black-

tailed godwit. Gadwall dominated the waterfowl with at least 12 swimming around a short distance from the hide, 

together with lapwing and mallard. In the distance, near where the saltmarsh met the incoming tide, a few curlews 

were waiting. It wasn’t a very high tide and, as we approached 11:30 a.m., we decided to move back to the main 

reserve. 

We planned to take lunch in Lillian’s Hide and watch for bittern, although a few preferred the ‘al fresco’               

approach and choose to eat by the bird feeders and look for marsh tit, which they saw!! 

During our time in Lillian’s Hide we picked up a male common pochard, 2 little grebes and 2 male marsh harriers 

giving us a flying display. After lunch, we moved on to the Tim Jackson Hide where nothing new was added to the 

list. It was disappointing that the sand martin nesting block did not appear to be in use as I was hoping to see sand 

martins buzzing about the area. We continued looking for new birds and Jan left the for the Grisedale Hide a little 

earlier than the main group. She was lucky to see a brief food flight of a bittern, which sadly the rest of the group 

missed. 

Next, we walked back through the reserve, hearing common whitethroat and a blackcap before approaching the 

boardwalk which leads to the Causeway Hide. Lydia and Jean stopped off for walk up the Sky Tower viewpoint, 

hoping to see a bittern flight but they too were out of luck. As we approached the Causeway Hide, we could all 

hear the booming call of at least one bittern, a small consolation for not seeing one. Whilst in the Causeway Hide, 

we continued to see swifts acrobatically catching insects together with swallows, house and sand martins. We also 

picked up our first tufted ducks, with willow warbler, sedge warbler and chiffchaff all being very vocal as we walked 

down to Lower Hide. Whilst in Lower Hide, we witnessed 2 grey herons fly to the edge of the lake only to be 

‘bombed’ by 2 lapwings, which we suspect were protecting a nest site. A great crested grebe, the second of the 

day, was feeding amongst the weed at the edge of the lake. 

Walking back to the Visitor Centre, we heard long-tailed tits, a greenfinch calling from the top of a fir tree and the 

continued boom of the bittern. Back at the Visitor Centre, some members went for tea and cake while others 

watched the now loaded bird feeders. A scruffy coal tit kept coming back for seed from the caged table where 

blackbirds walked around the periphery stealing food from inside the cage. Goldfinch, house sparrows, greenfinch, 

blue and great tits visited the hanging feeders and then suddenly two marsh tits came to the table, the bird       

everyone was waiting for. 

We logged 70 species from a great day’s birdwatching with great company. It was a shame the journey home was 

slow due to an accident on the M6; even going via Lancaster wasn’t much better but it did give us time to reflect 

on what we had seen and heard during the day.                                                                                Ian & Lydia Taylor 

2022 SECOS Field Trips Total = 161 species (includes West Wales trip) 

SECOS Website: www.secos.org.uk 

SECOS Blog (to read/record local sightings): www.secos.org.uk/sightings 

Sandbach Flashes: This medium does not do justice to the images that Dennis Swaby captures at Sandbach Flashes. 

  Some of the images have been uploaded to www.sandbachflashes.co.uk  

http://www.secos.org.uk
http://www.secos.org.uk/sightings

