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Little Grebe (Tachybsasptus ruficollis)
Fresent &ll vyear at SF (EHF/PHF/RF) with max. of 10 on
8 March. 1 pair with juv. on PHF on 22 Julvy.
! pair resident on DF which reared 2 vounag.
Lred for the first time on & recently dug field pond in the
Dingle Valley, Sandbach.
Also at BF. Wybunbury Sand Fit amd Arclid S0, although onlv

=inoles there where usually regular.

Great LCrested Grebe (FPodiceps cristatus?

Recorded from &ll flashes at SF durinog the year. Max. of 13
cn 29 March (2 on WLF, 2 on GF, 1 on RF, t on FF). Fairs present
im summer at GF, RF, WLF. FF & MGFP but breeding only proved from
FF where Z youna reared,.

Also bred at DF (3 prs.4 young): RF with 17 ad. on Z& April
and @ ad.t+t 10 juvs.on 26 July; Arclid SO (2 prs, 7 young)
Tawmere {1 pr.but failed as usuall: BHrereton Heath Fark (1 pr.).

At Shakerley Fere & almost completely white bird was
hatched &5 part of an otherwise normal brood. It was fed &
develgped normally with the others.

Cormorant (Fhalocrocoran carbo)
Normally  present at PHF and/or RF durinoe the winter in low
numbers (1.2 or 3). 10 at EHF on % Feb was a very good number.
Recorded in 1°=s or 27c in winter from Arclid 88, DF (but 3
on Z%9/11), KF. An excepltional record was 20 at the Darne VYalley,

Swettenham aon 21/2.

Grey Heron (Ardea cinerea)

Recorded deilvy from SF with max. of 7. TJwe heronriecs

recorded in the asrea — 1 in the Alsager area with © nests and 1
zt RPF with Z nests. HRecorded in 17s or Z°s throuwghout the vyear
from Arclid S8 (but 5 on 25 Jan. ), DF ., Wyvburbury Moss., Creuwe

G.C., Brereton Heath FPark. Crewe Hall.

flute Swan (Cyonus oclor}

The breeding success {and future prospects) of this species
continues to decline in our area. There are insufficient voung
reaching maturity to replasce the adults which are killed or die
g0 that there is nc hope at the moment of anv increase in the
populaticn. All records of this species are valuasbkle, especially
breeding sttempts.

At  EF wisitors swelled the winter populaticn to around 15
Wwith max. of 23 an 24 Febk. However., during the summer the anily

kricwr breedinog attempt was at H.F. where 1 pair nested but failed
during imcubastion, possibly due to continual disturbance.
All othker known breedino attempts were :=-
DF - 1 pr. laid but failed during incubatian.
Wimnterliey Fool = 1 pr. successfully reared 5 yound. Still
present at year—end f{(but by early 1987 only 2 imms.
present.

RF — 1 pr. reared 3 voung but all died in the autumn. In
Dec. the m. of this pair was found dead.
Brereton Heath Park — 1 &d. and & juvs. during Oct.

&)



Bewick's Bwan {(Cyonus columbianus)
11 arrived at PHF on 13 Feb. together with a partvy of Mute
Swans. They were present until 3 March.

11 flew 85W over Crewe on 146 Feb.

Fink—footed Goose (Anser brachvrhynchus?
1 at EHF with the Canada Goose fleock from 28 Oct. te the
vear—end.
A large flock of at least 110 flew over Sandbach Town an 2
Nowv.
1 at DF on 29 Dec. {presumed from Bridgemere Wildlife Fark ™)

Grevlao Goose (Anser anser)

4 at WLF on 1 April. A fleock of 30 fiving NNW over EMHF on 12
Oct. was bv far the highest total ever recworded at SF.

1 at DBF on 28 Mar. and until 1 Jume A{preczumed {fram

ridoemere Wildlife Fark ¥

e {(Anser caerulescens?
WLF on 2 Oct.

Bar—headed Goose (Anser indicus)
1 at EHF 12 June.
1 at Arclid & 15-19 June.

Fresent at DF at varicus times wilth & max. of 3.

Canada Goose (Branta camadensis)

A large flock wsuxlly present at SF during the winter with
Mas . of 136 on 15 Feb. and 1793 on 12 pMNov. The onlyv proved
breeding was at WLF where 1 pr. with & vouna on 4 May.

At Arclid S& there was the wusual post-breedinog flock  which
peaked at 1946 on 29 Aug. 3 prs. bred successtully and there was &
non-breeding flock of 40 birds.

At DF there was a resident winter {fiock which peaked st 1356
an 29 Now. &H o pre. bred and there was a non—breeding flock of 40
birds.

Also present in small numberse at RF, Hrerston Heath Fark,
Winterlewy Fool &and Haslingtonm Heall,

cle Gogse (Branmta leucopsies?

Fresent at §&F as follows :— 1 at WLF 11 Jar., 2 at WLF =
1 at RF 23 Apr.. 1 at WLF 17 RNowv.

Fresent at DF i varvinog numbers wilh & mad. of 8 in sprino.

ian Goose (Alopochen asgvptiscus)
1 at RF on 1% Auo.

1 &t Aralid B8 246 to 29 Auog.

1 at DF on 27 Bept.

Shelduck {(Tadorna tadorna) )
Fresent &t SF all wvear except for the moulting period of
migd-Julwv Lo Sept. Max . was 16 on 1% Mar. 1 pair bred at RF =nd

.



hatched .

Also resident at DF except for the mouvltinc periocd with a
max. of B on 27 April and 1 pair hatched % voung.

Recorded cccasionally at Arclid S8 and Winterlev Fool where
1 pair on 28 March and 10 April.

Ruddy Shelduck (Tadorna ferruginea)l

1 &t Arclid S& during the evening of 19 Sept.

Mandarin (Aix galericulatad
t+. &t EHF from 18 to 28 Dct.
Im. at EHMF on 172 Mov.

im. at DF from Z7 Sept.to 31 Dec.

Wipeon (Anas penelone? ,
The =ize of the wintering flock at SF continues to grow. The
early vear numbers reached 315 on 27 Jan. and 370 on 9 Feb. All
birds had left by 3 May. The fireset bird in the autumn was on &
Sept. and numbers increased to a max. of 1046 on 4 Dec.

Also a regular winterinog flock at DF with & max. of 7 on 1
Jan. and 8 on 2% Dec.

‘Recorded occasionally fram Arclid 58.

Amerizcan Wioepn {Anas amesricana)

A f. o©of this species was discovered at EHF on 7 Oct. with a
flock of 17 Wigeaon. It stayed at SF {usually EHF) with the wiceon
flock through to early Dec. when it was last recorded on the &th.

This iz the first record +or 5F. Record submitted to BERC.

Gadwall f{Anas streperal

fccasionsl wvisitor to the area with 1 pair at EHWHF on 17
Apr., 2 at EHF on. 6 Aug. and 1% Sept.. 1 m. at EHF from 8 to 22
Oct.

Alec occasional at DFP with a max. of & (Zm. Sf.) on 29 Nov.

Teal (Anas crecca)l

At 5F 8 max. earlv vear count of ZZ0 on 15 Feb. and late
vear count of 400 on 9 Mowv. 2 separate pairs present in  summer
but no procf of breedino.

Winter wvisitor to DF with & max. of 44 on 1& Feb.and
occaslional at Arclid SR with ? an 25 Sept.

Greep-winaged Teal (Anas crecca carglinensis)

1 m« of this North American race was at EHF from Z0 March to
22 April.

Mallard {Anas olatvrhvnchos)

At BF may. early yvear count of 157 on 2 Jdan. and late wvear
count of 150 on 1 Moy, Mo full breeding survevy carried out but at
least 2 pairs bred. A Ff.o+ 8 voung &t EHF on § Mav and a f.+ &
vaurng at FF on 7 June.

At DF the winter flock reached Z%0 on 29 Dec. At least two
pairs bred successfullv.

At Arclid 8SE& the winter flock reached 1&4 on 24 Jan. &t
least & pairs bred successfully fledging 5 and 7.



Common elsewhere throughout the area e.g. Rode Fool.
Winterlev Fool. Brereton Heath etc.

Fintail (Anas acuta?
The wintering flock continues to decline at BF with ma. af
28 on 2 Jan. and max. of onlyv 12 aon 27 Dec. '

The only cgther record is of 1 at Arclid 50 on 17 Sepct.

Garganey (Arnas qguerguedul =

1 f. at EHF on S Mav and 1 f. at EHF / PHF 13 toc 24 Sept.

Elue-winued Teal (Anas discors)

1 f. claimed at EHF on 1 April. HRecord passed to CEBR  for
appraisal. :

Shaoveler {(Anas clvpeata)
This gpecie= continues to decline at SF with a max. of 4 on
S April and only S at the vear-end. Some svidence of an  autumn
passage in Sept./ Oct., with max. of 10 on & Sept.
An inflax  in  suwtumn also indicated with & maw. of B at

frclid S on B Oct. and 11 at DF on 2% Oct.

Fed-crested Fochard (MNetta rufina)

1 msat FHF on 1 Dec. and 1 m. at WF on 2 Dec. presumed tc
be the same bird and to be of dubious origin.

Fochiard {(Avthva ferinal

Winter wvigitor to SF with max. of 18 on 8 March and 22 on 27

Dec.

Alsc a regular wintering flock at DF with max. of 14 on &
March. The late-vear peak of 237 on 29 Nov. was a very oood
number.

Recorded occasionally at Arclid 5@ and Rode Fool.

Jutted Duck (Aythwva Ffuligula?
Winter numherz at 5F peaked 3t 48 on 10 Febh. and 346 on 9
Dec. At least 2 paires bred successfully at GF with a f.+ 8 wvoung
at RF on 2 Aug. and & f.+ S vouno at PHF on 2 Auag.
Al=sc bred at Arclid SG with a definite f.+ 1 vourc and
7 voung &t a recently dug field pond in the Dincle Vallev.
Fresent in summer at DF. Rode Powol, bWybunbury Sand Fit. but
no proof of breeding.
& count of &0 at DF on d8 March was & very good number.

£a+

o

Common Scoter {(Melanitta nigra)

1 f. at PHF on & Mav was the Pth record for SF.

Infrequent now =t SF. i f. &t RF {from 3 to 27 Jan. 1 f. at
WLF T to 9 Feb.., 2 at WLF con % March. 1 f. at WLF on S April. The
only late—winter recocrd was 1 at WLF on 28 Dec.

Alsc recorded at bF in winter with & max. of Z m.arnd 1 F. on
28 Der-

I imm. m. at Arclid S5& cn 24 Dec.



Smew (Meraus albellus)

2 redheads appeared st Arclid S0 on 2 Feb. and stayed wunitil
23 Feb. when the cold weather finallvy froze the weter ~totallw.
Theyv presumakly then moved to PHF as 2 redheads were there from
2% Feb. to 7 March and 1 f. to 9 March.

Gopsander (Mergus merganser)

1 ma. at WLF on 27 Jan.

The species stronahold in the area is DP where it iz still
recorded regularly but in much reduced numbers.  Max. in earlvy
winter was & f. on 12 Jan. and in late winter 1 m. &and 1 f. an 27
Dec.

4 f. were st Boden Hall on 17 Aor.

Ruddv PBuck (Qrvurs jamaicencis?
During the winter onlv | or 2 birds at 8F. FPairs were
present dwinmg the spring at FF, MGF. RF and 5GF but breeding wes
only proved at FF. . . :
fileo bred successfullyvy at Fode Fool, where max. numbers were
10 moe and 3 +. on 26 Julv.
Fresent all vyear at DF where max. ! of 10 on 20 Mavy. Bresding
probable but not proved. :
Summer wvisltor at Arclid 5 where bred successfully with S

voung hatched and 2 f1edaed.

Hen Harrier (Circus cvaneus?

1 +. at Conoleton Edge on 19 Nov.

Soarrowhawlk (Accipiter nisus)
Mow fairly common and widespread.
1 m. and 1t f. all wesr in the EHF 7 FHF area. Increased

rmumbers  and  sightings in Sept./ Oct. indicate dispesrsal of
immatuwres., 1 f. at EHF was seen to take a moorhen on 10 Qct,

Aleoc recmprded regularly from Guakers Coppice. bBF, Grrewe
Green, Lawton Hsll, Al sager, Wybunbury, Erereton Heath,
Barthomley. Holmes Chapel, Swettenham.

Buzzard (Buteo buteg?

1 aover ERF saltpan on 22 S3ept.

(Fandicon haliastus)
flew south aover RF on 8 Sept. being mahbed by Carrion
Crows. This is the &th record for &F.

Osprev
1

Festrel {(Falco tinmnunculus)

Wouwld appear to he less common than  sparrowhawk in this

Freguent sightindgs from the SF area but none in the bhreedino

SESSOTT.
Bred successfully at Cuakers Coppice where & pair fledged at
least 1 vouna.
fil=c recorded at Arclid S0, Barthomlev, Crewe Green, Lawton
Hall. Buwettenham and Holmes Chapel where regular during the
SUMMEL .

i~



In the earlyv vear the resident bird in the RF/FHF area was
lasgt =meen in Jan. It arrived back as usual in Sept.. being seen
on 1its usual pvlon on the 7th. It was recorded at various times
in the area up to vear—end.

Red—legaed Fartridae {(Alectoris rufad

Resident around Doddington Hall where 8 were seen on 25 Oct.

Grev FPartridoe {(Ferdix perdiz)
Cnlv 1 record faor S5F where not common. S nesr- PHF on S Ocot.
Also cccasianal records from Barthomlev. Bagmere, Stowford,
Doddington., Wybunbury and Arglid.
I pairs were present in summer arcund Al sager GC.
A covey of 12 birds at Betchton. Sandbach on 8 Nov. was the

highest number seen tocaether.

Buzil {(Coturnix coturniy)

1 bird heard calling at Barthomlev on the evening of Z0

Fheasant {(Fhasianus cclchicus?

The population at SF is concentrated at FF and MGF where Sm
and 9+ on 2 Oct. _

Commar: where reared e.dq. Crews Hall and Doddinaton.
otherwise scarce. The lical population at Arclid S8 has  been

drastically reduced in the last 2 or 3 yvears.

Water Ezil (Rallus aguaticus)
Winter wvisitors to all flashes at BF where max. of S in
early winter and probablyv & in late winter.

1 bird also present in the Arclid Brook ares in late winter.

Spotted Lrake (Forzana porzana)
i reported from WLF on 21 Sept. Record submitted to the
Countv Records Fanel. '

This is the Sth record For SF.

Moorhen (Gallinula chlorocous)
A common breeding and wintering bird on &ll waters in  the
SIrEa. In garly winter the numbers at PHF and EHF were &2 with 7E

in late winter.

Copt (Fulice atra)

Brreeds commonly on all larger waters in the ares.

The earlv winter flock at 5F was very larage with a max. of
FIEE oon 7 Jans However numbers were much lawer in the late winter
with a max. of 131 on 22 Oct.

Other winter flocks were at Doddington Fool with 155 in
Feb. and 1046 inm Dec. and Arclid SR with up to 35,

Ovstercatcher (Haematopus ostral egus)
2 birds were gresent during the summer at EHF and were seen
displavino in laste April.

2 birds were recorded at Arclid 50 on 8 Aug.



Little Ripged Flowver (Charadrius dubius?
First bird back was 1 at EHF cn 29 Mar. Mumbers built up to
& on 4 Mavy where 1 pair each at FHF ., EHF % WLF.
During July 2 juvs. were present at: FHF and 3 juvs. at EHF.
1 p&air bred at Arclid SG&. 2 wvoung were hsatched buat

unfortunately taken by & Carrion Crow.

Ringed Flover (Charasdrius histicula?

First record was of 2 on 12 Mar. Feak passage was during May
where 16 on 11th was a hiah number. '

fis  usual auvbtumn passage was much lighter with man. of I on

21 Aug.

Golden Flever (Fluvialis apricaria)

A large fleck built uwp during the autumn with & peaH'numbEr
of 42 on 4 (Oct. Numbers dwindled down to single figures in Dec.

Grev BRlgver (Fluwvialis sguatsrola?

1 at EHF on 24 and 25 Mar.

Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus)

c.1500 &t EHF in Jan. hut these moved out during the wvervy
cold spell in Feb. and numbers did not reach this pesak when bivrds
returned. The post breeding at 5F was well over Z000 with c.zZ300
on 14 Aug. Late winter peak was c. 1500 in Dec.

Pisplaving birds were seen in some areas but no procof of
breeding. Definitely did not breed at Arclis 88 where ususlly

successtul.,

Sanderling (Calidris albad

Light spring passage with 1 at EHF 11 Mav, 4 at EHF 18 Mav
and 1 at WLF 25 Mav.

1 &t EHF on 24 Dec. was the Ffirst winter record.

Little Stint (Calidris minutltx?

A verv poor year with onlv 1 record. 1 ad. at EHF on 24

Punlin {Calidris alpinz
Gocd number= in the resident wintering flock at 3F with 20
on 12 Jan. Regular passace birds in spring wiith max. of 18 on 20O
April and the last record was 1 on 22 Mav. The first record of
return passage was 4 an 8 Julv. However asutumn passage was poar
with max. of 6 on Z3 Julv. Winter numbers built up to max. 10.

8pring passacge also noted at Arglicd S0 during Mav.

FRuff (Fhilaomachus pugna:?

An excellent year for 5F. The recsident winter flock was up
to 10 in Jan. and 14 in Mar. Spring passage was through to 30
April.

First return bird was 1 on 24 June. Thern recorded virtuallw
daily throuoh auvtumn pasicsage (with max. of 12 in Aug.) to the end
of the vear max. of 12 in Dec.



dack Snipe (Lvmnocrvobtes minimus)
1 &t EHF on 4 Jan. {not common at this =ite).
1 =2t RF on 4 Aprr. 1 &t WLF on 146-18 Oct.

1l at RF on 21 Oct. 1 at RF on 18 Nav.

Snige (Gxllinsgo gallinzon)
Mo regular accurate counts taken at 5F but uo to S0 I lst
hald of winter. None during May and June. dNumsbers buillding up
saain from July with 70 on 17 hdNov.
' Verv low numbers at Arclid 50.

Occasional €iohtings in winter {from other wet sites.

1

Woodcock (Scolopax rusticuol s)

1 =t FF on 32 Nov. -

The wveryvy cold westher in FEb, browght v te & birds  to
Arclid S& and 1 was seen feeding on the lawn of a home in
Calvelev.

Alsc recorded at Crewe G and a roding bird at Guakers
Coppice.

Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa limosal
2 at EHF on Z4 June.
1 &t EHF pn 10 Julvy.
1 =t EHF on 27 Aug.
1 juv. at RF from Z2-14 Sept.
1 at EHF on 2 Dec. was the first Dec. record.

Bar-tailed Godwit (Limoss lapponica)

S at EHF on 12 Jan.
1 at EHF on 20 Dec. was onlv the second winter record.

Whimhrel (Mumenius phasopus?
2 at EHF on 4 Mav.
1l at EHF on 4 Julw,. staved through to 3 Aug.

1 flew over Arclid SE on 11 Aug.

Curlew {(Mumenius arguatasl

A& reogular roosting flock at EHF at each end of the yvear with
M « early vear count f 48 on 13 Mar. and max. late vear count
of 9% on 25 Dec. Fresent in everv month but cnlv odd one’s in
SLUMME .

Up Tt 50 birds at Bagmere from the mid-Cheshire flock.

Spotted Redshank (Tringa erythropus)
Record=s of birds on return passage were -
1 juv. at RF on 15 Aug.
2 at RF/FHF from 17-23 Auag.
E juvs. at EHF on 28 Aua.
1 at EHF on Z-3 Secot.
Citite good numbers.

Fed=hank {(Trinags totanus?

_______ G;mtm 1% at §F in the sarlw part of the vear.

—

1 v 2 present all summer but no reports of breeding.
Some  evidence of retuwn passage from late June to  early

~d



Sept. Mumbers then built up in winter to a mas. of 15 on 7 Dec.

Greenshank (Tringa nebulariz)
1 at EHF on S Mawv.
2 at EHF con & Julvw.
1 at FHF on 17 Julw.
1 ar 2 at RF/EHF from 8-273 Aug.
Z &t RF 2-7 Sept.
Also recorded fram Arclid S8 %-11 Aug.

Gre=n SHandoiper (Tringda cchropus?
Spring passage at SF with 1 or 2 in late March and April.
Return passage started on 23 June and continued to  early
Sept. with max. of 14 on ZZ Jdulw. _ '
Sightings of 1 or 2 birds throuwghout the winter. but a
survey along S miles of the River Wheelock on 12 Nowv. praduced 7
senarate records. :
Birds alsoc seen on return passage at Arclid 58 and Brereton
Heath Fark.
1 bird seen regularly in winter at Stowford.

er (Tringa gclareocls)
Ekird on return passage staved at EHF from S—85 Aug.

Common Bapdpiper {(Tringa hypoleuwscas)
The first record in spring was 2 at EHF on 18 April.
Mone  in June and return passace started om 8 July with &2 =t
FHF. Lagst record of 1 on 11 Seopt.

Feturn passage also noted from DF and Wvbunbury.

Little till (Larus minutus)

=

1 lstsummer bird brietly at FPHF on S Mav.

Black—-headed Gull (Larus ridibundus?
Mervy common and becoming more so as Maw Green Landfill Site
develops. Up to 2000 birds in this area and RF/FHF in winter.
The larage winter roost at DF held approx. 19,000 birds at

each end of the vear.

Commen Gull {(Larus canus)

Low numbers {up to Z0) present all vyear but o good spring
passage in mid—-April with up to 120 on 18 April at SF.

Sprina passage alsoc noted at Arclid SR with Z1 on & April
and 13 aon 18 April.

Up to 200 in the DF winter roost.

Lesser BRlack-backed Gull (Larus fuscus)

Law numberse at 5F early in the winter. 1 pair at WLF in late
Mau- . Mumbers built wo i autwmn to & very high gceak of Z00  in
Mo .

Large numbkers alse at Arclid 56 with up to S00 i Dct.

Up to F00 in the DF winter roost.

Herrinag Sull (lLarus argentatus:?

Mumber s at SF similar to Lesser Hlack-backed Gutil.



increasing to up to 400 in Dec.

At Arclid S much less common than Lesser Hlack-backed with
max. of only 7.

Onliv a few (up to Z0) at DF winter roost.

Yellow—-legged individuals of the race L.a.michahellis were
noted at FHF om 14 fuc.. FRF on 15 Nowv. and Arclid in mid-0Oct.

Glaucous Gull (Larus hyperborens)

A ZIrd winter bird at Maw Green Tip / RF on 9 Dec. was the
4th record faor SF. '

Gireat Black-backed Gull {(Larus marinus)
Only o©dd ones or twes durimg the vear but then regular  in
Dec. &t Maw Green Tip with up to 9 birds. ’

Up to 1¢ in the DF winter roost.

FEittiwake (Rissa tridactvla?

1 &d. and I imm. teogether at EHF on 20 April were only the
Zrd record for GF.

Common Tern (Sterna hirundod
1 at PHF on 18 May - later flew to WLF.
2 flew over RF on 17 Aug.
1 at Arclid 8@ on 11 Auc.
2 at DF on 17 Mav with Z still there (or 2 others) on 20

Elack Tern (Chlidenias niaer)

2 ads. were seen brieflyv at EHF in the evenina of Z8 Aug.

Feral Figeon (Columbas liwvia)

Commarnn  throughout the area with flecks of up to 100 =seen
treaularlv.

Gtock Dove {(Columbha oenas}
Fairlwv common thtroughout the area although sasily B\EFlDDLFd

when with woodpigeaon.
5 paire bred in nestbores= in Hualkers Caoppice and rais=sed 2

broods.

Wogodpineon f{(Columba palumbus)

Althoughl npot  many records it is very coammon  evervwehere.
Winter flocks of 1530+ were reported from FF and Basford.

Collared Dove (Streptopelia decanctol
Widespread, Largest flock was 432 at Sandbeach Heath on 8 MNov.
and 25 at basford on Z7 Mar. FHecorded in 16 out of 18 gardens in

the SECOE WGEES.

Turtle Dove (Streptonpelia turtur)
1 flew over EHF on 1 June.
1 cair bred along disused railwsay line near Alsager where
usually 2 pairs.
1 at Farthomlev on S July feeding on a drive.

11



Cuckoo (Cuculus canorus?
et record of the vear was at Haslington on 22 April  but
general at'rival was about 2 Mav. Recorded from manv areas but

number=s generally zmeemed rather low. Last record was on 1 Oct.

Barn Owl (Tyto slba)
The onlv kpown pair resred 3 wvouna in the Crewe hall area.
1 bird was seen twice in Dec. in the Rode heath area.

ittle Owl (Athene noctusl !
Widespread but easilv overlooked. Recorded from all flashes
at various times. )
fleoc from Brereton Heath Fark, Quakersftnppiteﬁ CFEWEVECL
Wybunbury and Harthomlev. J

L

Tawny Owl (Strix aluco)
Again widespread and =asily overlooked. Recorded from FF.
Dirmpgle Farm. Taxmere. Crewe Green. Rode Fool. Brereton Heath Fark

and Shavington.

Short—eared Owl (Asioc flammeus’

1 flushed from the stir=am between FHF and RF on 12 Mar.
1 bird seen in the everninogs of 8 & 9 April near WLF.

Switt (Apus =spus)

1st record of the vear waz Z at WLF on Z Mav. Max.at SF was
approx. J0.

Up to Z00 birds over DF before thev dispersed to breeding
sites. '

The last record was of 1 at WLF on 235 Auag.

Einaofisher {(Alcedo atthis)

Ogcasional records from all flashes at SF but no records in
May, June or Julv.

Fired, or probsbly hred. at bheelock, Crewe GL, Arclid 588,

Lawton Hall and Wybunbury.

Green Woodpecker (Ficus viriduas) .
1 arocund WLF in Oct. Only © previous records for 5F.
1 pair bBred in the Crewe Hall 7/ Crewe GC ares and | pair

profrably bred at Brereton Heath Fark.

Great Epotted Wondpecker (Dendrocopuis major)

Easily the commornest woodpecker species with breeding season
recards from all areas.

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker {Dendrocoepus minor)

Uncommon and apparentlyw becoming more so in certain areas.

Sipagle records only froem Arclid SE. Dingle Vallevy Sandbach.
Brereton Heath Fark and Daisv Rank. Hassall.

Hawever this species can =asilv be overlooked in the woods
cut not so in the garden wheres there were 2 records {from  Crewe

and Holmes Chanpnel.



Skvlark {Alauda arvensis?

Common and widesoread. The only winter flocks were recorded
fraom SF with 40 in Jan. and 22 in Oct.

Szand Martin i(Riparia riparia)

—_

The 1st record of the vear was of & +flvinmg over Holmes
Chanel on 22 Mar. Howevei . this was very early and it was late
April beftore birds were present on all waters,

Mumbers of Sand Martins now seem to be increasing  following
the disastrous decrease of recent vears. This is confirmed with
increased numbers at breeding colonies with 120 cccupied holes at
Arclid S& and 5 on the River Dame at Holmes Chapel.

Bwallow (Hirundo rustica)
The 1st of the vear was at FRode Fool on 13 April  and
widespiread thereaftter with up te 100 birds over DF in early HMavy.
Also approi. 130 birds in late fAiug at DP. Last birds of the

vear were on 17 Oet. &t EHF and 1 oat Arclid S

House Martin (Delichon urbics?

1t birds were seen at Holmes Chapel on 248 April and BLF on
27 fApril.

Approx. 200 birds at DF on 17 Mav.

Last record was two birde flving south over Shavington on 31

Tree Fipit {(Anthus trivialis?
seen on 23 Aug. near WLF.
seen on 25 Mar. near Alssger.

Mesdow Fipit {Anthus pratensis?
Mo details of spring passage at SF but noted at Arclid 5@
with 20 on 4 April and 75+ on & Acoril. Autumn passsge was  noted
at 8F with S0+ o 30 Sept. and 1900 on 2 Oct.
The only winterinag flocks of note were 40+ at Brereton Heath

—r

Fart and 2% at Basford.

Yellow MWaotail (Motacilla {lavar

lst record was of &m. &t EHF on 18 April. Fresent throughout
the summer and procbably bred. )

Ales bred at DF (3 prs.), Hough Mill 50 and Breretocn Heath
Fark. '

Last record was 1 at FHF on 17 Sept.

Erey MWautail (Motacilla cinerea)l

Fecorded 1in winter from EHF, lLawtonr Hall. Alsager Tip,
Barthomlev. Swettenham. Crewe and Arclid 50.

A swrvey  along 5 miles of the river Wheelock on 12 Now.
produced 7 records.

Al Arclid SBE there was s avtumn reost with up to & hirds

oresent.



Fied daatail (Motacilla albe wvarrelliis
Fresent throughout the vear &t HF but not usually recorded.
Mumber=s buwilt up in autumn with S0 on 12 Oct.
A roost built up at Arclid S6 in the sarly vear with 42 on &
Mair . » 65 on 13 Mar. &and 80 on 4 April. after which numbers f&ll

rapidlwv.

White Waagtail {(Flotacilla albas alba)

LT

Spring pazcaue noted at SF with 1 or 2 birde from 25 FMar. o
2 Mav. "

blren (Trogolodvies troglodvtes)

Widespread and common everyvwhers.

f& pairs on the Buakers Ceoppice CBC and ¥ on & Haslingtaon
CEC.

Dunnock (Frunella modularis)

Widespread and coammon evervwhere.

Robin {(Erithacus rubecul &2

Ffaain widesoread and common everyvwheres. 10 pairs on  the
Ha=zlington CRC and 8 pairs an the CGuakerse Loppice CRC.

Black Red=start {(FPhoenicurus cchruros?

A single record of one seen feeding near Alsager on 11 June.

Uhinchat (Saxicola rubetra?

1 smrimg passace bird at EHF on 24 April.
Then 1 pair near RF bred successfullv and fledged T vouna.

bheatear (Oeanthe ceanthe)

2

gt spnring passage recowrd was 2 at EHF on 2 April. Recorded
reguwlarly here and occcamionally el=ewmhere uptil 14 Mav with & m.
aof the Greenland race on 38 Fay and 14 Mav.

Autumn passage was genersllvy frem & Aug. to 13 Sept. but ane
verv late hird was seen at fArclid 58 on 24 Ocr.

Blackbird (Turdus merula)
Abundant evervwheres,
A winter roost in Ouakers Coppice of Aoprox. 109 hirds.

Figldfare (Turdus gilaris?
Yerv low numbers in the @si-ly winter periecd and even 1owsr
numbers at the emnd of the vear. Max. at SF was 70 on 197 Dec.

it birds of the auvtumn were on Z7 Oct. flving over EHF.

Sona Thrush (Twwdus philamelos)
Mot particularly common and possibly decressing. The
Haslimgton CBC had | Song Thrush paivr compered ta 23 Rlackbird

pRilrs.

Redwing {Turdus iliacus?

Evwern lower numbers than for Fielfars.  with 3 max. of S0 in
Jam. arnd less than 10 in the late winter at SF. Low numbers also
rmoted at Arclid 3 where masx. count in late winter was onlv &

14



Birds.

Mistle Thrush (Turdus viscivorus?
Fairly common throughout the atea.
Breseding records from Quakers Coppice. Docddington Fool arrd

Breclid Se.

ooper Warbler (Locustella nsevia)
nlt two records. both of a m. "resling’. but presumed to be
passage birds because each conivy heard onces One at Crews Hall on

1 May and 1 st DF on 1& Hav.

dedoe Warbler {(Aocricephalus schoencbasnus)

~h

=t record was fr-om EHF on 2 Mav with 2 m. Last record was |1
at RF on 14 Sept.

Bresding was proved at Arclid 58 for the fivrst time when a
pair raised two broods.

Reged Warbler {(Acrocephalus scirpaceus)

st record was from WLF on 11 Mav. 1 pair bred at WLF and
aleo possibkly bBred at RF and GF.

Singing m. &8lso recorded from Taxmers and Wvbonburw.

Lesser wWhitethroat (Bvlvia currucal
let record was from 5F on 27 Apr. One cair definitely bred
neatr FF and others were present around 5F arez.

At Areclid S0 there were 3 breeding pairs.

Whitethroat {(Bvlvia communis)
Commlon throuchout the ares. First arrivals were on Z8 Aopr.
with 1 at FF and 1 at Arclig 5Q.

The last record was of 1 near WLF on 20 Sept.

Garden Warbler (Bvlvia barin?

st records were at WLF on 14 May and Arcliac SB on 15 Mav.
Only records of spring and adtuamn passage from GF 0 but breeds
commonly in other more suitable habitat.

3 breeding pairs at Doddimaton Hall ard 2 pairs st Arclid

=6,

Blackcan {Svlvia atricapilla)

Widesoread and common throuobouot the area. First birds at FF
and Doddirngton hall o Z7 for.

At leazt 7 pailirs at 5F. 4 pairs at Doddington and 4 pairs at
CGuskers Coppice.

Records of overwintering birds were a m. at Holmes Chapel on
2% Jan., a m. at Alsager on 2 Febh.. a palr at Holmes Chapel on 12
Feb.. & m. at Zandbach Heath on 15 Feb. and & m. at Doddingtaon on

21 Mov.

Chiffchaff (Fhvlloscopus collvbita?

et records of the vear were 1 at Lawton Hall and 1 at
Arclid B0 on & Apr. with another at FF on 4 fpr. A singing m. was
present at FF in Mav & June, but breeding not groved.

Wiclgspread in the right habhitat.



L ate migrants / wintering birds were recorded from S an
24 Dcto i Z

TR Heath

Mov.

1& Oct.. Sandbach
to 6 Dec.

_______ (Fhvlloscaopus
VYerw common evervwhere.

~\

[y

Nov. and at Aarcliad from 17

trochilus?

A early record was of 1 at &rclid en % Apr. but the main
influx was on and just after 18 Apr. when bhirdes arrived virtuslly
evervuherea. :

Last record date was 14 Sept. with 1 at RF and & =ingina m.
&t Arclid.

Goldorest {(Regulus regulys? ]

VMary few records and these are of winterine o passage
birds. Recorded +ram FF, Doddington. Srclid. Crewe G&GC and
Wyvburmbury.

Spotted Flvcatcher (Muscicapa striatad

The first hird was recorded st FF on 14 Mav., This 1is  an
gasily averlooked species and records are rather sparse.

Adults with voung were noted at Crewe Colleqge., Crewe
Cemeterv. kWvbunbury and Arclid where 2 paire resred 3 brocdsz
totalling 14 woung bketween them. A pair alsg  pressnt at
Barthomlev and 1 at Haslinogtan.

Pied Flvcatcher {(Ficedulas hvpoleucs?
1 m. &t FFF on 15 Aug. was only the Srd record for SF.

(Aeaithalos caudatus?

Ereeding records fram Arclid, GQuakere Coppice. Doddinaton
Hzall and Crewe GC.

Wintering flaock=s of 10+ from FF / MGF (Z25). Crewe GC (137 .
Erereton Hesth (15+) and frrelid (11).
Marsh Tit {(Farus galustris)

Mot common in this ares with records only from FF, Lawthon

Hall and Deoddirmgtion Hall.

Willow Tit {Farus montanus)
Mocre common  than Marsh

gxcept in the Alsager area

records also from FFE oand

Qualkers Coppice.

Tit but =till vervy
uhere several pairs
Other

thinlv spraad,
bred. Breeding
records from

Brereton Hesth. Arclid S6. Crewe GC. Doddingtaon. Wheslock and
Sandbach Heath.
Coal Tit (Farus ater)

airlyv comman in suitable hakiat. Breeding records  from
Cskers Coppice  and Deddington Hall. wherse a pair Jledoed 11
voung usinc & nestbhox,

Wintering recards from FF, EHF: Arolid and Brereton Heath.
Blus Tit (Farus caerulesus)

Widesoread and abundani. 24 tervitories recorded on &
Ha=limgton LCBC plot. & palrs bred st Duakers Coppice. all wusing
nestboxe=s. 2 pairs bred at Doddington in nestboses wheres 1 pailr

H
i



fledged 1% from a clutch of 14.
In the WGBS recorded every week in every garden froam Oct. to
Apr . '

Great Tit {(Farus -maioer?
Widespread and commona. 14 tervritories recorded on a
Ha=lington CBC plot. I pairs bred st Euakers Coppice, 1 in &

~

nestbox. & pairs bred at Doddington; 1 in a neztbox.

Muthatch (Sitta ewopasz)
Fairly COMMOT - Breeding seazopn  recordese | from Alsager,
Daoddington, Crewe GC, Quakers Coppice. Brereton Heath and

Hassall.

reecregper (Certhia familiaris)
A common resident and breeding bird in suitable habitat  but
easily overloaoked.

Jav {Garrulus glandarius) )

No unusual influy o large flocks this  year. Breeding
recards from several localities.

A flock of 10 near Crewe on 23 Feb.

Magpige (Fica pica)

Widespread and common. Numbers still increasing and now a
serious nuisgnce in some aress.

The winter roost at FF held at least 110 bhirds in Dec.

e

The winter roost at Hrclid had max. number of 22 in Dec.

Jackdaw (Corvus monedula)l

Fresemt 1in small colonies of up to 20 birds in  various
locations e.g. Sandbach town centre, Doddington Hall, Crews Hall
and Crewe town.

A winter roost in the Crewe Hall area numbered in the low

hundreds but no accwate count was pocscsible.

Rook {Corvus frugilegrs)

10 rookeries in the Holmes Chapel / Middlewich / Brereton
ares held 394 nests compared with 330 in 19832, 5 rookeries in the
Crewe Hall area held 214 nmests conpared with 193 in 1982 and 153
in 1984. The Arclid Hollow ropkery held ?% nests. the same as in
1785,

A winter roost in the Crewe Hall area numbered in the high
hundreds but no accurate count was possible.

Carrion Crow (Corwvus corone?
Widespread and common. The Maw Green Landfill Site is
attracting a mixed corvid flock of up to 1Z0 birds.
At EHF on 14 Jduly a pair of crows were seen to pull 5 black-—

beaded gull out of the water. kill it and eat it.

Starlino (Sturnus vulogaris)

Verw common throuwghout the area. No larce wintering flocks
reported.



House Sparrpw {Fasser domesticus)

Yery commen around human habitation.

Tree Sparrow (Fasser montanus)

Not  wvery cammen and also easily overlooked, sa verv few
records.  Only two flocks of any size were recorded, C.50 at
Moston on 12 Apr. snd c.20 at Stowford. Crewe durinog Fek. Few
other records but recorded in 3 ont of 18 agsr-dens during  the
WEES. f
Chaftinch (Fringilla coslebes)

e

Very common and widespresd. The Haslington CBOE held 22
pairs. There were no very large winter fiogcks but there wers
flacks of 40 at Taumere and 30 at Shavingtaon.

Brambling (Fringills mentifrinoiila:?
Yerv few recards tor this species at either =nd cf the vear.
S at Alsager — Z Apr.
1 at CFF - % Mar.
I at Crewe GC — 26 (Oct.

1 at FHF —- & Nov.

Greenfingh (Carduelis chioris)

A common breeding bird but apparently less common in winter.
A flock of 30+ at WLF on 5 Oct.

Goldfinch (Carduelis carduelis?
Fairlv comman &as & breeding bird and seemzs tn favour
hreseding in subwrban gardens. Less common in winter but flocks of

30 regular arcocunt EHF / RF.

Sicskiao (Carduelis spinus)
A good yvear for this species with early winter flocks of S0
at Redesmerea. 40 at FF, 40 at Crewe GC, 11 in the first week of
Jan. Numbers had not built up hv the end of the wear and B4/87
may Nt be such & good winter.
The incidence of birds fesding at peanut bags continues to
increase. Recorded regularly in 10 cut of 18 gardens in the WEES

during Mar.% Apr.

Linnet (Cardueplis cannabina)
Commmn breeding bird but scarce in winter. Flochks of 70+ at
EHF angd S0 at Arclid formed in the autumn and & flock of 40+

overwintered arcund Crewe Industrisl Ectate.

Redpell]l (Carduelis f1ammes:?

Urcegmmen  in winter and no records for the breeding season.
The only flock was 259 at Alsager Meres in Jan.

Bullfinch (Fvrrhula pyrrbmalal
Widespread but thinlv distributed. EBreeding seascn records
fram =eversl localities.

At Arclid 5B 2 pairs bred and 7 bhirds were together in Nav.

1a



Yellgwhammer (Emberiza citrinella)
Fairlv commorn resident. Hreedinge season records from several
arEas includine 7 territories in the Haslington CRC.

The aonly winter flock was of 22 at FFF on 20 Dec.

eged Buntinag {(Emberiza schoeniclus?
Fairlv common resident and breeding bird not nowadays alwavs
associated with reseds or water.

Carn Buntina (Miliaria calandra)

Thinly spread and not common. Hreeding season vrecords from
EHF ., Wheelock. Barthomlev., Bvliev. Basford near Crewe and
Wvbunbury where numbers increased to ? by Akg.

The wintering flock usually present at 5F now seems to have
disappeared.

Red—-headed Bunting

A m. of this =species arvived 1n a Swettenham garden om 23
T

Fekb. during a cold weather zpell and staved until 22 Far.
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