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Little Grebe (Tachybaptus ruficollisz)
Present in spring / autumn / winter at SF

(PHF /EHF/UWLF/CF/WFE) with max. of 5 at PHF aon 1% Feb. No breeding
season records although 4 ads. + 1 juv. at PHF in Aug.
Pra. also bred at Haslington Hall, Rode Pool & propably

Hulme Walfield.

Greakt Crested Grebe (Podiceps cristatus)

As usual at SF the wintering birds were at WLF with & max.
T 12 here in March. Qther wintering flocks at Doddinmgton Pool
(max.24), arclid (max.l16}, Rode Pool (max.8), Astbury SQ
imax.l2).

Breeding records from FF, CF, MGP, WF, Doddington Pool, Rode
Pool, Winterley Pool and Arclid 3G where 4 prs. rraised & young.

Recd—-necked Grebe {(Podiceps grisegenaj

1 ad. in summer plumage at WLF on 25 April. Only the 3rd
record for SF.

Carmorant (Phalacrocorax carbo}

Recorded in low numbers (max.?7) during Jan.-
Dec. Trom PHF/WLF/CF.

The main site Tor this species is now Doddington Pool with

an early Wwinter max. of 16 in Feb. and a late winter max. ot 26
in Dec.

April and Aug. -

Grey Hderon (Ardea cinerea)
Recorded in low numbers
Rode Pool heronry continues
(17 in 1988 and 8 in 1987).
prs. nesting this year (1 in

at 3F all yvear but rno breeding. The
to increase with 21 nests this year
The Doddinmgton Fool heronry had 2
1988 and 1 unsuccessTul in 1987).
Recorded in ones and twos throughout the area all year.,

Mute Swan (Cygnus olor)

The main wintering Tlock in the S5F area in the early
was around CF and had a max. of 32 (with 1 Whooper).
at RF, FFF, Winterley Pool,
increass

Wwinter
FPairs bred
Alsager Mere and Astbury. This is an
over recent years and it would seem that the future of
the Mute Swan is looking better. Approx. 230 Mute Swans
throughout Cheshire have been ringed with blue darvic rings in
the last two years by the Cheshire Swan Ringing Group.

Whooper Swan (Cygnus cygnus)

1 bird was with the Mute Swan flock at CF from 5 Feb.
April when 1t moved to ERF and was last seen on 24 April.

to 15

Bewick's Swan (Cygnus columbianus])
2 ads. + 1 imm. at WLF orn 15 March.

Pink-Tooted Goose (Anser brachyrhynchus)

14 at EHF on & Jan. Otherwise 1 or 2 occasionally with the
Canada Goose flock at WLF in Jan., Feb. and May. On 1 Jan. a
flock of 170 flew over Middlewich.




Greviag Goose {(Anser anser)

1 at Doddington Pool on 15 Jan. oresumed ToO bhe
8ridgemare Wildlite Park.

Trom

Lanada Goeose (Branta canadensis)
The early Wwinter Tlock at WLF peaked at 125 birds in Feb.

Uther early winter Tlocks were of 10z at Doddington FPool, 75 at
Arclid & 45 at Winterley Pool.

crs. bred successtully at all main sites and also on  many
smaller ponds.

Autumn /

late winter Tlocks recorded were 398 at Arclid sQ,
230 at Coddington FPool, 174 at Winterley Pool & 166 at WLF.

Shelduck {Tadorna tadorna)

Resident at SF with a max. of 29 in March.

1 pr. bred at RF
and had 8 juvs. 1 pr.

also bred at Doddington Pool and hatchedg &

juvs. 1 pr. at Arclid 3@ in March & April but no
attempted.

breeding
Mandarin (Aix galericulata}

The breeding population continues in the Crewe Hall
Witihh 2 deftinite and 1 possible breeding prs..,
.+ 2 juvs. and 1 pr. with no Jjuwvs.

Various records of singles in winterr from Winteriey Pool,

Haslington Hall and Alsager ftlere are probably dispersal records
from the breeding population.

area
Wwith T.+ & juvsas.,

Wigeon (Anas peneliope]

Average numbers at SF with 227 in Jan. and 150 in Dec. At

Doddington Pool 20 on 21 Jan. and 16 on 23 Dec. Up to 4 at Arclid
in autumn.

Gadwall (Anas strepera)
Jdrnly 2 records this year. 1m.27f. at PHF on 10 Sept., and 2 at
Arcliid $G@ from 15 to 13 Nov,

Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos)

200+ in Jan. and 350 in Dec. at SF, 453 at Doddington FPool
in Dec., 290 at Arclid S0 in Sept. Wwere typical numbers for
Wwintering flocks. Breeds commonly on all waters.

Teal (Anas crecca)

550 in  Jan. at 3F was an average total but low numbers
in late winter with only 350 in Dec. 1 pr. at PHF in summer but
no breeding. Low numbers elsewhere in Wwinter with & at Doddington

Pool and 2 at Rode Pool. Up to 10 regularly at Arclid 3Q in late
Winter.

Pintail {(Anas acuta)

Regular in winter at SF with max. of 30 in Jan.

but only <
in Dec.

Also recorded Trom Arclid with 2 on 21 Sept. and 3 on 8 Oct.



ILT)

~ganey (Anas querdusdula)

1 m., at RF on 15 May, 1 pr. at PHF on 2& tMay and 1 T/juv. at
HF from 17 Aug. to 7 Sept.

-

Shoveler (Anas clypeata)

A poor year at SF Wwith only ones or twos during the year,
axcept Tor April when 3 or 4.
liinter visitor to Rode Pool with max. of & 1n early winter

and 11 in late winter. 1 or 2 oc¢casionally at Doddington and 1 or
Z 1n autumn at Arclid 3SQ,

Pochard (Aythya Terina)

Winmter wvisitor to 3F with max. of 27 at PHF/EHF and 11

at
WL .

As uUsual a large Winter fTlock at Doddington Pool with
count of 264 on 23 Dec. ., the highest number recorded here. 10 at

rRode Fool on 3 March. Only 1 or 2 at Arclid $Q although 1
ultimately bred here and had 1 juv.
davys.

a max,

pr.
Wwhich disappeared athter a Tew

Turted Duck (Avythya Tuligula)

Winter numbers down at SF with a max.
Pi~rs. present in summer st WLF, &F

oT only 21 in Jan.
and PHF buc no preeding proved.
Alsc present in winter at Arclid {(max.21), Rode Pool
(max.5), Daddington Pool {(max.21), Haslington Hall (max.8). PFrs.

summered at all sites but no breeding proved anywhere this vear,

Goldeneve (Bucephela clangula)

1 T.at WLF on 29 Oct. was the only record for S$SF.

1 T. also at Doddington FPool on 3 March. 1 m. & 1 f.

at
Arclid S on 15 Nowv.

Red~breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator)
1 . at WLF on 2 Oct.

was only the 4th record fTor SF.

Goosander (Mergus merganser)

1 f. at CF on 20 & 21 March.

Singles a2t Arclid S0 onm 22 Jan.
and 2 Dec.

Ruddy Duck (Oxyura jamaicernsis)

At SF, recorded from GF, WLF, CF, WF, MGP
Unfortunately no records aftfter May.

Breeding season records Trom Doddington Fool, Rode

in spring.

Fool,

Winterley Pool & Arclid 30 pbut 1o preeding proved.
Sparrowhawk (Accipiter nisus)

Regular sightings Trom many areas throughout the year.
Buzzard (Buteo buteo)

A unconfirmed report of 2 birds near Crewe Hall in July.

1 definite record in this area on 14 Sept.
Kestrel (Faleco tinnunculus]

Widespread records throughout the area but less than

sparrowvhawk.



Merlin (Falco cclumbarius)
T. flew past PHF on 24 March.

Hobby (Falco subbuteo)

1 Juwv. over PHF on & Aug. Wwas only the 13th recerd for $SF
and 1 juv. at EHY on 27 Aug. was the l4ath.
A bird

was seen hunting swallows at dusk above the roost at

Sandbach Heath on 17 3epkt. The last record Tor the area was ir
Sept. 1985,

Peregrine (Falcc peregrinus)

The bird resident Trom 1988 was regularly seen in the
PHF /EHF /RF area until 7 April.

The lst bird in the autumn was seen at PHF on 5 Sept.

and
regularly thersafter.

Red-legged Partridge (Alectoris rufa)

The only record

was oTf an inJured bird near Arclid 3Q on 1z
april.

Grey Partridge (Perdix perdix)

Slightly more records than usual. Recorded Ttrom
(where 12-15 birds]), Bagmere, Haslington,
Congleton.

SWwettenham
Alsager and south of

Quail (Coturnix coturnix)

This year saw an exceptional inTtlux of auaills
Erngland. In our area there were records of 11 singing m. from &
sites, with proved breeding at 1 site involving 2 or 3 families.

1) south of Alsager 3m. and breeding proved here,.
27 Bagmere 3m. between 2 and 9 June.

3) Barthamley 1m. on 23 June.

43 Near Sanmdbach 1m. aon 28 June.
5) Swettenham 2m. on = July.

&) Near Wybunbury 1m. on 23 July.

throughout

Pheasant (Phasianus colchicus)

Occasional records trom FF. Common where reared for breeding

i.e. Crewe Hall, Doddington, Rode Pool, Taxmere and occasional
elsewhere.

Water Rail (Rallus aquaticus)

Winter records of singles at EHF, FF anmd WLF. Also at
Taxmere in winter. 1 heard calling at Bagmere on 21 May.
Moorhen (Gallinula chloropus)

on 15 Jan. a coordinated count of all the 15 flashes at SF
gave a total of 152 at 11 of the flashes with the highast
being 59 at EHF.

Very common omn all waters, large & small.

caunt

Coot. (Fulica atra)

On 15 Jan. a coordinated count of all the 15 flasnhes at SF
gave a total of 141 at 5 of the flashes with 65 at PHF & 58 at
WLF. These are lower than average totals.

At Doddington FPool the winter max. was 185 on 12 Feb.



8reeds commonly on all larger waters.

Oystercatcher (Hasmatopus ostralegus)

No pair resident at EHF this vear.
from 11 March to 24 Juns a3t EHF and WLF.
from Arclid
Marach.

Records of 1's or 2’'s
Also occasional records
SQ over the same period and 2 at Doddington on 24

Littlie Ringed Plover (Charadrius dubius)

lst record was of 2 at EHF on 26 March with 2 at Arclid
27 March. Last record was on 31 Aug. Trom Arclid 3@,

Bred at RF, EHF (2 juvs. on 18 June), Foden'’s Test Track (3
juvs. on 19 May). An exceptional year at Arclid where 5 or 6 prs,
bred and there were 7 nesting attempts. 4 failed and from the

other 3, 2 young Tledged. Z prs. at Browmlow 34, Congleton in
June.

on

Ringed Plover (Charadrius hiaticula)

3 records from EHF during the winter with 1 on 29 Jan., 1 on

25 Feb. and 1 ¥rom & to B March.

Sprring passage from late April to late May with 17 at RF/EHF
on 9 May and 5 there on 128 May. Few records of autumn passage at

SF except for 15 at EHF on 19 July but a good series of

records
at aArclid from 16 July to 1 Sept.

Golden Plover (Pluvialis apricarial

The 1988 winter flock of 200 at SF broke up early in
1989 (max. of 51 on 1 Jan.)
max. of 29 at WLF on 5 Naowv.
March. The Middlewich roost
200 max. on 1 Jan.

Jan.
and has not retormed. In late winter

The usual Byley roost held 357 on 2
was much lower than usual with only

Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus)

The regular roost at EMF held 4000+ birds in eariy winter
but most departed Dy mid March. DOther large winter flocks were
200 at kybunbury and 600 at Doddington.

Breeding records from PHF, Arclid,
Haslington.

Malkins Bank, near
Sanderling (Calidris alba)

1 at Middlewich Lime Beds on 9 May in tranmsitional
Recorded from Arclid S0 where 2 on 10 April,
1 juv. on 30 Julvy.

plumage.
1 on 9 & 10 May and

Little Stint (Calidris minuta)
No records of this species this
regular.

year where previously

Pectoral Sandpiper (Calidris melanctos)

AN ad. which appeared at EHF on 27 Dec. 1988 stayed there

through to 11 April, although usually very difficult to see, This
is the 7th record for SF.




Dunlin (Calidris alpina)
Recorded in every month Trom 3F. Un to 4 or 5 in Jan./ Febn,
but numbers built we to 19 in mid MNarch. Main return passage
during July & August with up to 12 birds.
At Arclid SO =pring passage from 7 April to 27 May

(max.®)
andad sutumn passage Trom 25 July to 27 QOct.

but max. oTf only 2.

Ruff (Philomachus pugnax)

Recorded in each month except June & Aug.
passage birds. Early winter Tlock had
winter Tlock was 15.

2 at Arclid SGQ on 27 Aug.

No evidence of
a max. oT 19 and the late

Jack Snipe (Lymnocryptes minimus)
In early winter 1 at EHF on 1 Jan.,
at WLF on 11 March.

In late wimter at WLF as usual with 1 on 1 Oct.,
and 1 on & 0Oct.

1 at WLF on 11 Janm. & 1

3 on 2 Oct.

Smipe (Gallimago gallinago]

Recorded at SF in all months except May & June.
numbers peaked at 200 in March Wwith 160 i Dec. Also
Micldlewich where 100 in Jan.

Qcecasional winter records from Arclia & Stowforrd.

Winter
regular at

Woodcock [(Scolopax rusticolal
Up to 3 at FF in Feb.

Other winter records from Swettenham,
Arclid & Stowford.

2 breeding season records with 1 roding regularly over Crewe
Hall Woods im May amnd 1 i Quakers Coppice in June.

Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa limosa)

In spring, 10 arrived at RF on 9 fMay and staved to 11
withh 2 at EHF on 13 May.

In autumm, several records from PHF with 2 ads.
17 Aug., 1 on 28 Aug., 3 on 2 Sept.,
Sept.

M=y

+ 1 juv. on
1 on 3 Sept. and 1 on 9

Bar—tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica)
1 at EHF on 28 Aug. and 1 at PHF on 1 Sept.

Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus)
The

only record this vear was of 1 at Arclid S@ briefly on
25 Julvy.

Curlew [(Numenius arcuata)

Recorded at 3F im all months except June. The
saltpan held up to 386 birds in early winter (Jan.)
in late winter (Oct.]).
passage. This species

roost at ERF
and up to a7
Also recorded from Stowford and Arclid on
is under recorded anmnd more field work /
observations would probably prove breeding in our area.

Spotted Redshank (Tringa erythropus)

All records in autumn from EHF / PHF with 1 on 3 July,

1 on
6 Sept., 1 on 23 Sept., 1 on 1 & 2 Oct.

and Tinally 1 on 29 Oct.



Radshank (Trinmga totanus)
Wintering numbers at SF were similar at both ends of the
year wWith 12 in Feb,. and 13 in Dec, Recorded during 3pPring &

summer Wwith 2 prs. displavying at &HF during March & aApril but no
evidencs o7 breeding.
OUccasional records Trom elsewnere during passage.

Greenshank (Tringa nebularia)

SF no ditinction between spring & autumn passage with 1
at RF on 9 May. 1 at RF on 29 June, 1 or 2 at ERF / PHF Trom 8 to
17 July, 1 at PHF on 10 Aug. and 2 at PHF omrn 12 Aug.

3 records o 1 or 2 Trom Arclid SQ@ on 3 July,
ALic.

25 July andg 28
Green Sandpiper (Tringa ochropus])

Wintering records from Stoeford in Jan./ Feb.
Middlewich in Jan. and Feb., and B8etchton,

and 0Oec.,
Sandbach in Dec.

Light spring passage with singles only at EHF / WLF Trom mid
March to mid Mavy.

Heavy autumn passage Trom 21 June to 29 Sept.

with up to 17
at SF in early Aug.

Common Sandpiper (Actitus hypoleucos)

At 3F up to 5 on spring passage from 12 April to 23 mMmay and
up t£to & on autumn passage Trom 28 June Co 13 Aug.

At Arclid SO one bird overwintered from 1988 until spring
passage which was from 19 April to 27 May with up to 8 birds.

Autumn passage was Trom 24 Jumne to 21 Sept. with up to & pirds. 1
Juv, bird overwintered & remained up to the year end.

Tur-nstone (Arenaria interpres)
1 bird at Arclid 3SQ on 28 Aug.

Little Gull {(Larus minutus)
1 Juv. was seen at Arclid S0 onm 7 Oct.

Black~headed Gull (Larus ridibundus)

Lat~ge nNnumbers as usual at the Doddington FPool roost with
2000 in Jan. arnd 11000 in Dec. Up to 500 at Arclid during the
vear except during summer. First Juvs. seen at 3F o 26 June. A

few birds from the Mersey ©il spill on 19 Aug. were recorded at
Arclid & SF.

Common Gull (Larus canus)
Up ta 75 in March and 300 in Dec. in the Doddingtorn Pool
gull roost. Up to 5 regularly at SF except for mid April to mid

June when none. Slight passage Trom mid March to mid April with
up tao 25.

Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus fuscus)

Up to 100 i Jan. and 350 in Dec. in
gull roost. Regular at Maw Green Tip with uwup to 150 in early
Wwinter & 330 in Julvy. Birds move regularly, to RF / PHF to bathe

& drink, from Maw Green Tip where they feed.
Alsager

the Ooddington Pool

Tip has now closed & been grassed over and this may



atTtect behaviour /7 numbers both at SF

and Arclid 354.
At Arclid 3Q around 400 max.

Hderring Gull {Larus argentatus)

As usual very low numbers in the Doddington Pool roost with
only 2 in Jan. & 40 i Dec. Up to 150at the Maw Green Tip where
Dirds of a vellow-legged race were recorded on 1 July, 8 July and

2 Sept. Yellow-legged birds also recorded at arclid S50 o 31 July
& 17 Aug.

Iceland Gull (Larus glaucoides)
Jne 2nd vear bird seen brieTly at RF on 24 March.

Great Slack-backed Gull (Larus marinus)
Up to 3 at Maw Green Tip in winter.

1 at Doddington Pceol in
Dec. 2 on 8 Jan. & 1 on 21 Jan. at arclid 3Q

Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla)
Jne ad. at Arclid 3Q on 25 Aug.

Common JTern (Sterna hirundo)
No spring records at SF but 3 at PHF on 9 July and & ad. + 1

juv. at PHF on 20 aAug. 11 ‘commic’® terns over WLF on 23 April.

At Arclid 30 1 on 13 May, 1 on 15 aug., 1 on 25 aAaug., 1 on 5
Sept.

Arctic Jern (Sterna paradisaea)

Twa irecords from Arclid, both on 27 Aug., 1 ad.
1 Juv. in evening.

in morning

Black Jern (Chlidonias niger)

2 records of summer plumaged birds at WLF, with 3 on 4 May &
1 on 21 May.

Feral Pigecon{Columba livia)

Several flocks in the country and in Crewe Town,

but no
records submitted.

Stock Dove (Columba oenas)

Largest Tlocks were at SF with 34 on 2 April and 33 on 4
Nowv. Widespread but thinly distributed in summer. At Quakers

Coppice 4 prs.bred in nestboxes; 2 clutches laidg, totalling 20
eggs and 11 young fledged.

Woodpigeon {(Columba palumbus)

Very commor Wwith flocks of 100+ at CF,

Swettenham and
Taxmere.

Collared Dove (Streptopelia decaoccto)

Now very coamimon all yvear. The only regular roost site
recorded is at Whealock where up to 15 noted. 24 at Sandobach
Heath on 26 Feb.




Turtle Dove(Streptopelia turtur)
TWo

recotrds oTf this increasingly scarce summer
near Congleton on 21 May and 1 calling
Jumnea .

visitor. 1
At Ooddington FPool on 3

Cuckoo (Cuculus carorus)

lst of the vear on Z4 April with 1 at WLF and 1 at RF. Also
recorded from £FF, Haslington.,. Sandbach, Alsager,

Swettenham and
Taxmere but ot as common as usual.

Barn Owl (Tvyto alba)

The usual Crewe Hall pr. bred & fledged 3 young.
Near Alsager 1 was seen regularly Sept. to Dec.

at the site
Wwhere 3 were released last vear.

Commonly recorded in open countryside from many

sites.
Proved breeding at Swettenham where 3 vyoung Tledged.

Tawny Owl (Strix aluco)

Common in more wooded areas. 1 pr. bred at FF and fledged 3
young. At Quakers Coppilice 1 pr. laid 2 eggs in a nestbox but they
Tailed to hatch. 1 or.

bred on the Haslington CBC plot & fledged
2 young.

3witt (Apus apus])

lst of the year was at Sandbach Heath or 23

April ard
regular thereafter.

Latest record was of 1 at WLF on 29 Aug.

Kingfisher (Alcedo atthis)

Winter only records from EHF, PHE, RF,
Regular at 3swettenham, MMiddlewich,
Fool, Wheelock and Arclid.

Crewe GC, Stowford.
Lawton Hall and bred at Rode

Green Woodpecker (Picus viridus)

Arnother good year with records from Swettenham, Stowford,
Quakers Coppice, Crewe GC, Crews Hall.

Great Spotted Woodpecker (Dendrocopus major)
By far the commonest woodpecker with records from all areas,

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker (Dendrocopus minor)

Few records this year. Only recorded from WLF,
Doddington FPool, Wistaston, Arclid 35Q.

Haslington,

Skylark (Alauda arvernsis)

Under trecorded with the only winter flock being 3I0 near
Arclid on 18 Jan. 3 prs. pbred near Arclid sSaQ.

Sand Martin (Riparia riparia)

1st recorded on the esarly date of 12 March at EHF . single

records then on 20 & 26 March & then common thereafter with the
last record on 17 Sept.

10



Morre widespread breeding records especially along the R.Dane
Wwith 30 nests =t Middlewich, & near Middlewich, 15
Chapel and 30 at 3Swettenham (where mink
from the nest holes).

Apporox. 60 prs. at Wybunbury SQ and a large
Arclid SQ where up To 350 prs.

at Holmes
wetr~e seen taking young

increase at

U

wallow (Hirundo rustical

lst records of the vear were on 1 April with 2 at PHF and 1
at Sandbach Heath. Common thereaftter, with widespread breeding
records. Last record was of Z near Middlewich on 12 Oct.

In the autumn a very large roost built up at Sandbach Heath
Wwith up to 10,000 pirds present. Unusually this roost formed in a
fiesld of maize instead of the usual reed bheds. AL the same time

just tao the west aof Sandbach there was a sacond roost also
holding upe te 10,000 birds.

douse Martin (Deiichon urbical

lat record on 27 April with 2 at RF.
Widespread breeding bird.

The last record was of 24 at WLF
on 15 0Oct.

Tree Pipit {Anthus trivializ)
Only one record of 1 at EHF on 18 April.

Meadow Pipit (Anthus pratensis)

The only winter 7lock was of 30 pirds at £HF on 1
proved breeding rrecords received.
Arclid SQ in mid. Sept.
Sept.

Jan. No
Evidence of autumn passage at
Wwith 65 pbirds recorded in an hour on 15

Rock/Water Pipit (Anthus petrosus/spinaletta)
On 7 April 1 bird in 7light around RF.

Y=llow Wagtail {(Motacilla flava)

2 early records were of 1 at Arclid 3SQ on 30 March and 2 at
EHF on 31 March. The main arrival was from mid April.
The only proved breeding was fraom Arclid SQ where the last

of the year was on 10 Sept. there and also 1 at WLF orn the same
date.

Grey Wagtail (Motacilla cinerea)

Non—-breeding records from EHF, WLF, Middlewich,
Wheelock, Lawton Woods & Crewe GC where 1 pr.

Swet tenham,
during March.
At Arclid SQ@ a roost built up during Oct. with 23 birds

present on 1 Nowv. However, ringing efforts showed that fTew birds
were ever re-trapped and so presumably much larger totals were

involved. This could be aone of the largest recorded grey wagtail
roosts in England.

Pied Wagtail (Motacilla alba)

Common & widespread all year. During aAug.
100-150 birds

Qct.

& Sept. a roost of
formed at Arclid 3Q but this dispersed by early

11



White Wagtail (Motacilla alba alba)

A poor recorded spring passage with records from PHF/EHF on
12 and 19 March, 25 Abril & 3 May. Dne st A3SQ on 186 April Was
only the 2Znd record there since 1980.

Dipper (Cincius cinclus)
1 on the R.Dane at Swetternham on 22 Jan.

and 1 seen on the
R.Dane in west central Congleton.

Wremn (Troglodytes troglodytes)
Abundant resident throughout the vear.

Dunnock (Prunella modularis]

Very common resident. 1 pr.

in & Haslington garden hatched 3
young oy 9 April.

Rothin (Erithacus rubecula)
Very common resident.

Nightingals (Luscinia megarhynchios)

1 unconftirmed report of a singing bird near
during the summer.

Crewe Hall

Redstart (Pheenicurus phoenicurus)
lm. at WLF on 18 and 19 Aug.

Whinchat (Saxicola rubetra)

Few records this yvear. At EHF & on 18 Aug., 1 on 23 Aug., 2
orn 28 Aug. and 2 on 17 Sept. At Arclid 30 1 on 5 Sept. and 1 on
15 sept. and near Middlewich 1 on 13 May and 1 on 23 Sept.

Stonechat {Saxicola torquata)l

1m. wWintered at the end of the year near Maw Green Tip.

Wheatear (Qenanthe oenanthe)

Regular spring passage noted at 3SF,
Arclid S@ from 19 March to 12 Mavy.

Very little autumn passage with singles only on 19 Aug. at
Arclid SQ, 25 Aug. at EHF and 2 Sept. at EHF.

Middlewich Lime Beds and

Blackbird {(Turdus merdla)
Abundant evervywhere,

Fieldfare (Turdus pilaris)
Mixed flock of over 1000 birds
3Q in Feb. 230 at PHF on 14 March,

and 200 at Haslington in Feb. Last
Sandbach on 3 May.

(with Redwirgs) near Arclid
100+ at Stowford on 12 Feab.
early vear record was 1 at

Song Thrush {Turdus philomelaos)

Fairly common and possibly a small increase,

3 or 4 breeding
pairs at Arclid SQ as usual.
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Redwing (Turdus iliacus)

Mixed TFlock oT over 1000 birds (with Fieldfare)

mear Arclid
in Feb. and 300 in Dec.

Mistle Thrush (Turdus visciverus)

Fairly commcocn as a resident and breeding bird.

One autumn
Tlock of 23 birds recorded near Weston on

14 Sept.

Grasshopper Warbler (Locustella naevia)
2 singing males recorded at Bagmere in early June.

Sedge Warbler (Acrocephalus schosnbaenus)

1st. record oT the year was of 1 at WLF on 17 April.
Recorded in 3 out of 41 tetrads during the BTO New Atlas Survey.

Reed Warbler (Acrocephalus scirpaceus])
1 at FF on 29 April was the earliest record.
bred at 3F with 1 each at fF, WL, RF and GF. Also bred at Rode

Fool. Recorded in none of the 41 tetrads during the BTO New Atlas
DUurvey,

At least 4 prs.

Lesser Whitethroat (Sylvia curruca)

ist record was a singirnmg m. at Arclid s@ on 22
Probabtly 3 prs. bred at 3F and 2 prs. at Arclid 3Q.
14 of the 41 tetrads durimg the BTO survey.

April.
rRecorded in

Whitethroat (3Sylvia communis)

Singing males recorded at both FF armd Arclid SQ on 29 April.
A good vear at Arclid where probapbly 6 prs. bred,

Recorded in 18 of the 41 tetrads during the BTO survey.

Garden Warbler (Syivia borin)

1st record oT the vear was at Doddington on 29
singing m. at FF and probably 3 prs. bred at Arclid 3$S0.

Recorded in 9 oT the 41 tetrads during the BT0O survey.

April. 1

Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla)
Only orne record of an over-winterinmg bird this year with 1m.
in a Wistaston garden on 18 Jan. 1lst summer record was on 31

March at FF. Recorded in 28 of the 41 tetrads during the BTO
survey.

Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus collybita)l

Recaorded earlier than usual this yvear with 1 nmear Sandbach
on & March and 1 at Quakers Coppice on 11 March. Thereafter
common With probably 4 breeding prs. at aArclid 3Q.

Recorded in 26 of the 41 tetrads during the BTO survey.

Willow Warbler (Phylloscopus trochilus)

Widespread arrival on 1 April with records from SF, Arclid
30 and Haslington.

Abundant everywhere and recorded in 33 of the 41

tetrads
during the BT0 survey.
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Goldcrest (Regulus regulus)
Wimter

records Trom numercous sites but nNo breeding
records.

sSeason

Spotted Flycatcher (Muscicapa striatal

Few breeding records but one unusual one Trom Crewe Hall
Wwhere one pair bred in tha cab of an electric milik float.
Possibly one ot the 2 prs. whnich did the same last year.

Long—tailed Tit (Aegitnhalus caudatus)
Breeding records from various sites.
fram Stowford (22) and Arclid S0 (18).

Winter Tlocks oT 10+

Mar~sh Tit (Parus palustris)

The most umcommon local tit. Only 1 record with 1 singing m.
on Rivar Dane near Swetbtternham on 5 March.

Willow Tit (Parus montanus)

Slightly more common than Marsh Tit.
from FF and Crewe T and other
and Swetternnham.

Breeding season records
records tTram Arclid 35Q, Bastord

Coal Tit (Parus ater)

Faiily common in suitasble habitat.

Records from Arclid sSQ,
Crewe GC, Swettenham,

Auakaers Coppice and Haslington.

Blue Tit (Parus caeruleus)

Apundant evervywhere, At Quakers
nestboxes and Tledged 61 young. At
nestboxes and fledged 91 young.

Coppice 9 prs. LUused
Doddington 12 prs. usead

Great Tit {(Parus major)

Very common evervywhere. At Doddington 3 prs.
and Tledged 27 vyoung.

Uused nestboxes

Nuthatch (Sitta europaea)

Not uncommon in sUuitable woodland habitat but few records.

Treecreeper {(Certnia familiaris)
Again not uncommon in suitable woods but Tew records,

Jay (Garrulus glandarius)

Thinly spread over the area, No large flocks recorded.

Magpie (Pica pical

Very common everywhere. No record of any

large winter roosts
but 27 at EHF in March.

Jackdaw (Corvus moneduls)

A common  resident breeding in country houses and woods.

Winmter flock of <¢.80 at Doddington and large numbaers at Maw Green
Tip with crows.
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Rook (Corvus frugllegus)

TJotals from local roockeries were 60 at Arclid, 219 Traom 5
rookeries near Cr=awe Hall and 91 at Lawton Hall.

Crow (Corvus corone)
Common Throughout the area,.

Large numbers at Maw Greenn Tip
Wwith jackdaws totalled ¢, 40d.

Starling (Sturnus vulgaris)
Very caommon. 3000 over EHF on 7 March.

House Sparrow (Passer domesticus)
Very common around all types of habitation.

Tree Sparrow (Passer montanus)

Not very commonn locally but breeding season  records
Arclid 3@, PHF, RF & Rode.

and 34 at Swettemnham.

from
Linter flocks of 100 by EHF on 14 Jan.

Chaffineh (Fringilla coelebs)

Breeds commonly throughaout the area.
Arclid.

Brambling (Fringilla montifringilla)

Very scarce at both ends of the year although one Tlock of
50+ in Lawbton Hall Uoods on 22 April.

Flock ot 30 in Oec. at

Greenfinch (Carduelis chloris)

Common resident and breeding bird. 46 on 20 Feb. in the LULF
roost.

Soldfinch (Carduelis carduelis)

Fairly common resident. Winter flocks of 30+ on 2 Dec.
Arclid, 65 on 6 Sept. at Minshull, 20 on 23 Sept.
on 14 March near Maw Green Tip.

at
Nnear Crewe, 23

Siskin (Carduelis spinus)
In early winter recorded regularly in 2 Haslington gardens
in Jan. {1 pr.), Feb.(7), March (8). Also at Holmes Chapel, 1 pr.

5 March; Lawtan Hall Woods S5+ 22 April. In late winmter flocks of
I0 at Basford in Dec., and 20 at Arclid in Nowv,

Litnet {(Carduelis cannabira)

Breeds thinly in the area. In March a flock of uUup to 80
around PHF and in Sept. a flock of up to 75 at Arclid.

Redpoll (Carduelis tlammea)

Few records as usual. 2 over Middlewich on 28 Jan., 5 over
Sandbacth on 23 March, 1 over Hassall on 9 April, 4 at Arclid on
18 Oct. and 1 there on 29 Oct.

Bullfinch (Pyrrhula pyrrhula)

Regular but thinly distributed. Breeding
Arclid, Doddington, Crewe GC (2 prs.) and FF.
Feb.

records Trom
& at Stowford on 19
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Yellownammer (Embperiza citrinella)

1 =inging m. at Stowford on 29 Jan.

Winter flocks of 60 near
Wybunbury in Feb. and 53 at Arclid in

March.

Read Bunting

(Emberiza schoeniclus)

Fairly common breeding bird with c.8 prs.

at SF and 5 prs.
at Arclid.

Corn Bunting (Miliaria calandral

Generally uncommon. Probably & prs. at the usual site near
Alsager. Breeding season records also Trom Basford, near PHF and
EHF .

ESCAPES

Sacred Ibis

(Threskiornis aethiopicus)

1 appeared at PHF on 7 March and stayed there or at

RF until
it was last seen on 13 May.

Barhnacle Goose (Branta leucopsis)

& at Doddington Pool in Feb.
2 on 23 Dec.

and March with 2 on 12 Aug.

and
All presumed to be from Bridgemere Wildlife Park,

Bar—headed Goose {(Anser indicus])

1 on 28 Feb. and 1 on 12 Aug.
to be from Bridgemere Wildlife Park.

at Doddington Pool. Presumed
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