
SECOS Win te r  Garden  B i rd  Su rvey  L987 /88 .

The Winter Garden Bird Survey was carri-ed out for the third
winter  f rom October  L987 to Apr i l  1988.  Twenty members
par t ic ipated dur ing th is  per iod,  four  of  these for  the f i rs t
t i ne .

The survey produced no except ional  resul ts  th is  year ,  due no
doubt  to  the very mi ld  weather  a lL  winter .  There was a br ie f
spel -3-  o f  snow in  la te ,January,  ga le force winds in  ear ly
February and occasional frosts througrhout, but no prolonged
spe l l s  o f  ha rd  wea the r .

Al l  the resul ts  have been analysed and summar ised but
unfortunately I have not had t ime to have then al- l- typed.
I lowever ,  I  have inc luded a summary of  species recorded which uses
the term "garden /  weeks"  as an index for  each species.  This  is
the number of  weeks in  which a species is  recorded in  a l l  gardens
wi thout  consider ing the actual  numbers of  b i rds seen.  This  index
is  used to assess how common a species is  and the resul ts  are
tabulated in  order  wi th  Blue T i t .  the most  common.  The in format ion
on actual  numbers of  b i rds is  used to  assess how abundant  species
are at  d i f ferent  t imes of  the season,  especi -a1J-y as the weather
changes. I have also included a col-umn to show the number of
gardens in  which any species was recorded,  te  g ive an ind icat ion
o f  how w idesp read  a  spec ies  i s  i . e .  whe the r  a l l  r eco rds  were  i n  a
few gardens only  or  spread th in ly  over  more gardens.

A to ta l  o f  49 species was recorded,  two fewer than last
year ,  wi th  only  one species -  Green l foodpecker  -  be ing recorded
for  the f i rs t  t ime.  The ten most  common were BIue T i t ,  B lackbi rd,
House  Spar row.  Rob in ,  S ta r l i ng ,  Grea t  T i t ,  Cha f f i nch ,  Dunnock ,
Magpie and Col lared Dove.

A s ign of  the mi ld  winter  was the in f requent  v is i ts  by the
sca rce r  spec ies  l i ke  B ramb l ing ,  Go ldc res t ,  F ie ld fa re  e t c .  w i th
Sisk in being the best  example.  ?here were onLy 10 records of
Sisk ins and these were spread over  8 gardens.

I  have taken th is  oppor tuni ty  to  send you record ing sheets
for  the coming winter  in  ant ic ipat ion of  your  cont inued suppor t
for  the survey.  I  enc lose a L is t  o f  a l - l -  par t ic ipants and
regis t rat ion numbers,  p lease cont inue to  use the regis t rat ion
number which you have.

Many thanks for your
f  or  next  wint .er ,

Co l i n  Ly thqoe ,
11  Wate r loo  Road ,
Has l i ng ton ,
C rewe .

Te1 .  z  582642

ef for ts  of  last  winter  and qood luck
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Species

Blue T i t
Blackbird
House Sparrow
Robin
Starl ing
Great [ i t
Chaff inch
Dunnoek
Magpie
Collared Dove
Greenfinch
lfren
Crow
Coal  T i t
Song ThruEh
Black-headed GulL
Pied Hagtai l
l{lEtle ltrush
lfuthrtch
Sparrowhark
ilay
Reed Buntl,ng
Hoodpigeon
Great Spotted Hoodpecker
Bullf inch
Goldfincb
Tree Sparrow
BLackcap
FieLdfara
Siekln
Treecreeper
Yellotrhawrer
ilackdaw
Feral Pigeon
Rook
Long-tai led Tit
Kestrel
Goldcrest
Grey lleron
Grey lfagtail
9awny OwI
lranbling
tr,innet
I, i t t le OwL
ll iLlow Tit
l{iLLow l{arbler
Pheasant
Green t{oodpecker *
Redwing
Total number of species is

Total
Garden
Heeks

470
448
446
442
437
434
423
395
341
3L5
3L2
24L
L92
L48
t40

98
95
55
50
47
47
38
30
27
22
19
15
L2
L2
10

9
9
I
8
7
5
4
3
3
3
3
2
2
2
1
1
I
1
L

spec ies .

No .  o f
Gardens
Recorded
in

20
20
2A
20
20
20
20
20
20
L9
20
20
L4
13
18
L0
13

9
5
7
4
4
5
4
5
8
4
3
3
8
5
1
3
L
4
3
3
3
3
3
2
2
2
t
1
1
1
1
1

49 .  *  =  new
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In ter im Resul ts  of  Records f ron 14 Gardens.
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Spec ies

S ta r l i ng
B lue  T i t
Grea t  T i t
B lackbi rd
Robin
House Sparrow
Chaf f inch
Dunnock
Magpie
l{ren
Col lared Dove
Greenf inch
Coal  T i t
P ied l {agta i l
Song Thrush
Crow
Mist le  Thrush
dlay
Black-headed Gul1
Nuthatch
Great Spotted Toodpecker
Sparrowhawk
S isk in
TreecreeBer
Bul l f inch
Long- ta i led T i t
Grey lfagtai l
Goldf inch
Goldcrest
tfoodpigeon
House Mart in
Swal low
Tree Sparrow
Reed Bunting
Rook
Redpoll
ilackdaw
tfoodcock
L,esser Spotted l{oodPecker
Kestre l
Chi f fchaf f
BrarnbLing
Tawny Owl

No .o f  ga rdens  i n
which recorded

t4
t4
t4
t4
L4
13
13
13
13
13
t2
L2
11
11
LL

I
7
6
5
4
4
4
3
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

date = 43

1

Max .No .o f  b i rds
seen in any one
garden

52
18
15

9
3

25
12

4
4
3

t4
6
4
3
2

(40 )
4
2

27
2
1
1

20
2
2
7
1
1
1
1
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4
3
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
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