
GARDEN BIRD SURVEY INTERIM REPORT for OCTOBER - DECEMBER 1998

The total number of participants for 1997/8 was fourteen. This year we have
given out twenty-six sets of forms. Fourteen of those were returned in time
for us to do a mid-session assessment. .

Thirty seven species were recorded compared with forty two for the same period
during 1997. Those missing were:-  blackcap, treecreeper,  house mart in,  redpol l ,
f ie ldfare, marsh/wi l low t i t ,  heron and siskin. The addit ional ones were reed
bunting, rook and brambling. The numbers are generally down with a few showing
a sl ight increase, but the big tplust ones are goldf inch, redwing and tree
sparrow. We must bear in mind that the last showed an exceptionally high count
in one garden.

The following table gives the t.otal of the highest count of species seen in all
gardens within the survey returns. The numbers for last season are shown in
brackeGs. In L997 the chaffinch was seen in thirteen gardens and the wren in
eleven.

Star l ing  547 (545) :  House spar row 268 (280) :  B lue  t i t  99  (118) :  Chaf f inch  73 :  (82) :
Col lared dove 65 (62):  Great Li t  61 (58):  Blackbird 53 (66):  Coal r i r  28 (27)z
Rob in  20  (22) :  L r ren  19 . (16) .

NOTES OF INTEREST

A robin was seen feeding from a nut feeder which must be a rariLy. Black headed
gulls circled several gardens but only landed in two. There was one report of
a wren inside a house - no deLail as to how it was removed.
fn one garden niger seed, which is very sma11 and which only goldfinches eat,
increased their numbers from two to twelve within two weeks.

Grey and pi-ed wagtails visited one garden from nearby Wistaston Brook. Another
member reported blue tits house hunting duri-ng the week ending 12th December
with them regular ly vis i t ing the nest box.

Sparrow hawks sent birds into a staLe of panic and thereby emptied the gardens
in at least two reports. There was evidence in two cases of them being responsible
for the demise of col lared doves.

Squirrels and cats cont inue to be a nuisance. A neighbourts cat broughE us a
prize - in her eyes - of a wrenl It was completely unmarked and we were able
to see in detail the beautiful markings. I,/e are glad to report that another
wren has now moved into the area and is a regular visitor.

tEEpIIg__qrArr0NS
Hanging: 1 - 5
Table: I  - 2
Ground: I - 2
Garage roof: 1

FOOD OFFERED

Mixed seed, fruit,  bread pieces, bread/cake crumbs, peanuts, black/str iped
sunflower seeds, food/fat bal ls and bars, sweet pastry balls, baked potato
skins, cheese, suet, apples, niger seeds.

Overleaf is a list of all the birds seen in the gardens from October -
Decenber 1998.



There were

SPECIES

BIue tit
House sparrow
Blackbird
Starling
Robin
Great tit
Chaffinch
Collared dove
Wren
Coal t i r
Dunnock
Magpie
Greenfinch
Wood pigeon
Pied wagtail
Crow
Song thrush
Black headed gull
Goldfinch
Long tailed tit
Goldcrest
Sparrowhawk
Great spotted woodpecker
Jay
Nuthatch
Mistle uhrush
Bullfinch
Tree sparrow
Grey wagtail
Brambling
Kestrel
Rook
Redwing
Jackdaw
Pheasant
Chiffchaff
Reed bunting

WEATI{ER

GARDEN BIRD SURVEY REP0RT for 0CTOBER - DECEMBER 1998

th ir ty seven species recorded:
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winds were mainly from the NW for weeks 1 - 9 and 13, being very strong at
t,imes. During week 10 there were frosts every night and again on four nights
during week 13. Fog was a problem in week 10. Rain was the main feature with
sunny intervals. Most rain fe1l during weeks 3 to 5 and the total for the month
of October r,\ras 5.16tt. The lowest temperature hras recorded in week 10 when it was
21"F. At the end of week 7 rain had fallen on thirty seven consecutive days,
but after that it became colder and drier with gales during week 13. Our thanks
to John Barker for his detailed recording.

Our thanks to everyone who is taking part in the survey - long may you continue
to  do  so l
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GARDEN BIRD SURVEY REPORT fOT OCTOBER 1998 IO III,I\RCH 1999

Out of 26 sets of forms distributed 19 sets were returned completed. During

IggT/B the number of species recorded for the whole session was 46. This year'

lgg1/g, rhere were 42 iecorded. Species seen in L997/8, but not in 1998/9 were:-

house mart in,  redpol1, f ie ldfare, marsh/wi l low t i t ,  heron and yel lowhammer.

Species seen in 1998/9 buL not in 1997/8 were:-  rook and feral  pigeon.

hle have shown the species recorded, the number of gardens visited and the lowest

and highest counts with the differences in numbers from 1997/8 shown 8s *: - or =.

SPECIES

Blue t i t
House sparrow
Blackbird
Star l ing
Robin
Great tit
Chaffinch
Coal tiu
Dunnock
Collared dove
Magpie
Greenfinch
Wood pigeon
LIren
Crow
Song thrush
Goldfinch
Siskin
Sparrowhawk
Pied wagtail
Goldcrest
Long tailed tit
Mistle thrush
Blackheaded gull
Jay
GL. spotted woodpecker
Nuthatch
Reed bunting
Bullfinch
Treesparrow
Redwing
Jackdaw
Brambling
Pheasant
Blackcap
Treecreeper
Grey wagtail
Kestrel
Rook
Chiffchaff
Lesser black backed gu11
Feral pigeon

: -

Starl ing 710: House sparrow 371: Chaff inch 140: Blue t i t  130: Blackbird 100:
Great t i t  83: Robin 40.
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hIEATHER REPORT. Temperatures in Fahrenheit. (Week 14 to !,leek 26).

t r lk.  14. 2.1,99 Rain on Lwo days, 0.19" on 2nd. Jan. Winds S and strong at start
of week. Fe1l to freezing 27xh & 28th Dec. Maximuur 48" on 29th &
30th December.
Rain on six days -  0.33fr Sunday,
Frost on four days. Rain on five
winds. Maximun 49".
Frost and rain on f ive days. Winds Shl.  Min. 28" Max. 51".
Rain every day, total  I .26tt  with l t t  on Thurs. Two frosts.  Min.30".
lrlinds Sh/ to NW. Mainly cloudy, very little sun.
Strong NW winds. Rain on two days, very l i t t le sun. Min. 29" FIax. 55o.
Very var iable, sunny spel ls.  Wind Nhl.  Frost on four days. Cold
spel l  with maximun only 43o. Skit ter ing of snow on Sunday night.
t ' I ind st i l l  NW. Wet & windy. Rain on si .x days. Min. 34" Max. 52".
Two frosts, wind from NW to SW. Rain on six days. Maximum 50".
Ra in  every  day ,  toLa l  1 .5 t t .  h l inds  SW to  N.  Fros t  one day  31o.
Maximum 53". Most ly dul l  and cloudy.
Rain on six days and cooler. Winds N to S-SW mid-week. Two frosts.
Min .  30o Max.  57" .  Very  l i t t le  sun  overa l l .
Dr ier.  I ' l inds SW to Nhl.  l , {arm spel l  f rom 14 - 18. Min 36o Max.61".
R a i n  e v e r y  d a y .  T o t a l  0 . 8 6 r r .  W i n d  N t r l .  L i t t l e  s u n .  M i n . 3 5 o  M a x . 5 9 " .

JANUARY 4.06" -  I .72" aboue average.

FEBRUARY 1.85t' = average.

MARCH 1.05" above average by 27th March.

24.
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FEEDING STATIONS: Hanging 1 - 8: Table 1 - 2: Ground L - 2z Garage roof 1.

Food offered: Peanuts, sunflower seeds, niger seed, mixed seed, sunflower hearts,
fat bal ls/bars, chopped beef, chicken skin, sl iced apple, wholemeal bread, cheese,
cake and scone crumbs, uncooked pastry balls and baked potato skins.

NOTES OF INTEREST

Several people reported robins, goldcresLs, goldfinches and siskins feeding on
peanuts. Two members conmented on the increase in house sparrohrs and one had a
visit from a pheasant which fed from the bird table. Squirrels and cats continue
to be a nuisance, It was noted that berries remained longer on shrubs due to the
mild winter, although redwings finished off holly berries during week 16 in one
garden. Long tailed tits and reed buntings were especially welcome in one garden
where the former had only been recorded once before and the latter was their
highest count.

Our thanks again to all those people who have taken part and especially to
John Barker for his detailed weather reports. May lre stress the importance of
fil l ing in the B forms - they are the meat in the sandwich and rnake interesting
reading. Unfortunately there were several nissing this year so the interest noges
are a l i t t le thin.


