SECOS Gerden RBird Survey 1986/7

The Garden Bird Survey was carried out for the secomd winter $rom
October 1986 through to April 1987 with 19 members participating during this
periad. The survey produced some valuable data on bird species and numbers in

gardens as well @ giving participants a greater sense of purpose to their
garden bird-watoching.

The weather during the survey period is briefly summarised as follows: -
from October to December it exceptionally mild with only occasional
overnight frosts, the only pe od of really cold weat st h ei ory 7th
January with freezing temperatures through to the Z9th. Snow on the 14th
stayed tor a week. Thereafter, although there were overnight frosts there was
no period of continuous freezing. Occasional snow showers and freguent heavy
rain with some mild spells to the end of March.

The very mild weather to the end of the yvear no doubt accounted for the
quiet time in the garden, with only average numbers of the common species

being recorded. Howeve: January saw & number of
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ThL o?her rnotable feature was that numbers of the already present common
birds did not show much of an increase (perhaps they had already got a garden
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A grand total of S1 species was recorded during the winter with the 19
most common being blue tit, blackbird, starling, house sparrow, robin, great
tit, chaffinch, magpie, dunnock and greenfinch. Nine of these were in last
year's top ten with collared dove dropping down to 11 and magpie coming in at
8. Meadow pipit, grey wagtail, lesser spotted woodpecker and feral DLQQHP
were new speclies recorded for the first time thud WVERAN .

I have been asked by one or two birds nm*
anding in the garden ar gible ik
wond d an that all birds flyving over ths garden & iated w;th L&, O

hawk looking for prey) are eligible for inc1u510n but birds which just
hampen o be flying over {(e.g. flocks of redwing or a herring gull moving
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pas are not. However, 1 are records which vou think I would be
interested in then p1P<:~ record them on the page for comments.
I have taken this opportunity to send vou recording shests for t
winter in anticipation of your contipuing support {nx the survey. I
list of all participants and VE@lStFE%LDT rumbars, lease continue to use the
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registration numbsr which vou have.

Colin Lythgoe

11 Waterloo Road
Haslington
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"Max. Weeks® is the number of weeks observations were carried out for.
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The figures represent the total number of weeks in which a species wa

recorded in any one garden.
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"Max. Weeks® is the number of weeks observations were carried out for.

The figures represent the total number of weeks in which & Sperlies was
recorded in any one garden.
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